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Amenomkn ts t o the Claims 

Claims 33 and 35-41 arc amended, as shown below. A complete listing of Ihc claims, mduditg 
their current status, is provided below. 

1 . (Previously presented) A reagent composition comprising: 
a tclrazolium dye; 

a phenaxiuc electron transfer agent; and 

a flavin agent in an amount effective to stabilize .<aid composition. 

2. (Previously presented) The composition according to Claim 1, wherein said flavin agont 
is flavin adenine dinuclcotide (FAD), 

3. (Previously presented) The composition recording to Claim 34, therein said Group 
IIIA agent is a borate or boric acid. 

4. (Original) The composition according to Claim 1 , wherein said reagent composition 
comprises an analyte oxidizing signal producing .system. 

5. (Original) The composition according to Claim 4, wherein said analyle oxidizing signal 
producing system comprises an analyte oxidase. 

6. (Original) The composition according te Claim 4 7 wherein said analyte oxidizing sign.d 
producing system comprises an analyte dehydrogenase, 

7. (Previously presented) The composition according to Claim 4, wherein said phctutziiic 
agent is phenazinc ethosulfate (PES). 
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8. (Original) The composition according to Claim 4, wherein scud analyle oxidr/in^ signal 
producing system further comprises an enzyme cofarlor. 

9. (Original) The composition according to Claim U wherein said composition is a fluid 
composition. 

10. (Original) The composition according to Claim 1, wherein said coniposiiion is a dry 
composition* 

11-32. (Cancelled) 

33, (Currently amended) The method coimwsitton_or claim 1 , wherein said flavin agent 
and said tctrazolium dye arc present at a molar ratio of about 0.02 io about 1 7. 

34, (Previously presented) A reagent composition comprising: 
a tetrazolium dye; 

a phenazinc electron transfer agent; and 

a Group IHA compound in an amount eifodive to stabilize said composition; 
wherein said Group 111 A compound and said tcirnznlium dye are present at a molar ralio of about 
50 to about 800, 

35, (Currently amended) The composition recording to Claim 34, Claim I >• wherein said 
reagent composition comprises an analyle oxidizing signal producing system. 

36, (Currently amended) The composition according to Claim 35, £ta4m 4? wherein said 
analyle oxidizing signal producing system comprise; an analyle oxidase. 

37, (Currently amended) The composition according to Claim 35, Claim 4, wherein said 
analytc oxidizing signal producing system comprises i'u analyle dehydrogenase. 

3 



PAGE 5/22* RCVD AT 1/2012004 3:17:07 PM [Eastern Standard Time] * SVR:USPT0-EFXRF-1/3 * DNIS:8729306* CSID:650 327 3231 > DURATION (mm-$$):07-16 



JAN-20-04 TUE 01:26 PM BOZICEVIC 



FAX NO. 650 327 3231 



P. 06 



Ally Dkr. Ni>.: UIT>M0/J.FS-I49 
USSN: tW98B,-194 

38. (Currently amended) The composition according to Chhn 34, £4aifu4? wherein said 
phenazine agent is PES. 

39. (Currently amended) The<composi1 ion according to Claim 35 , <-k±m) 4? wliuvm said 
analylc oxidizing signal producing system further composes an enzyme cefaclor, 

40. (Currently amended) The composifion according to Claim 3 4^ (Maim 1 y wherein snid 
composition is a fluid composition. 

41 . (Currently amended) The composition according to Claim 34, Gkm^-h wherein said 
composition is a dry composition. 

42. (Previously presented) A reagent composition comprising: 
ulctrazolium dye; 

a phenazine electron transfer agent; and 

a Group IIIA. compound and a flavin stabilising agent. 
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